Stereotactic aspiration of putaminal hemorrhage using a double track aspiration technique.
Double track aspiration was used to remove the hematoma between 6 and 24 hours from onset in nine cases of putaminal hemorrhage. This technique was used in cases where an approach along the long axis of the hematoma was not feasible. With this method, aspiration is done at two target points lying anterior and posterior of the somewhat harder central region, at which aspiration is not attempted. This technique allows aspiration of most of the serum components, which are depicted as low density areas in computed tomographic (CT) scans, and some 53 to 85% of the main mass of the hematoma, which is seen on CT as high density areas. There was no rebleeding among these nine patients, and the remaining hematoma in all cases was located between two target points--a fact that is thought to indicate that the central portion of the hematoma is in fact somewhat harder than the peripheral portions. Although the double track aspiration technique has the disadvantage of producing two tracks, it is thought to be an effective method in such cases because it allows safe and thorough hematoma aspiration.